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he Byzantine family of Kamytzes has not been 
systematically examined until now, although a 
general profile of the family has been already given in 
Aleksandr Kazhdan’s monographs about the Byzantine 
aristocracy,! and some members have been examined 
or recently discovered in seal collections.” The aim 


1 A. Kazhdan, Sotsial’nyi sostav gospodstvuyushchego klassa 
Vizantii XI-XII vv (Moscow, 1974), passim, v. index p. 279; cf. 
A. Kazhdan and S. Ronchey, Laristocrazia bizantina dal principio 
dell’XI alla fine del XI secolo (Palermo, 1997) (the Italian transla- 
tion, with additions and corrections). Kazhdan collected all proso- 
pographical data with family names from the eleventh and twelfth 
centuries available to him. This manuscript was not published 
(except for the families that Kazhdan considered Armenian, in 1975), 
but we know it from a copy in Vienna. For the sigillographic material 
Kazhdan relied primarily on the old, often erroneous and misleading 
editions. Nowadays, with the enormous progress in Byzantine sigil- 
lography, we can correct much of that, add considerably more mate- 
rial, and date it more accurately, thus contributing substantially to 
prosopography. Certain of Kazhdan’s conclusions in his sociologi- 
cal study—in our case concerning the Kam(m)ytzes family—should 
be revised. It should also be stressed that in both versions we find 
three different suggestions regarding the origin of the family name 
(for practical reasons we cite the Italian version): on p. 309 a Turkish 
origin is called in question, on p. 318 a Greek origin is supported, on 
p- 333 an Arabo-Tukish one, and on p. 347 a Turkish one is accepted. 
In connection with his latter proposition, Kazhdan thought that 
the family emigrated to Byzantium during the reign of Alexios I. Cf. 
also the entries concerning this family by J.-C. Cheynet, Powvoir et 
contestations a Byzance (963-1210), Byzantina Sorbonensia 9 (Paris, 
1990), 95-96, 131, 137-38, 438, 443, 455, 458. 

2 W. Seibt, Die byzantinischen Bleisiegel in Osterreich, part 
1, Kaiserhof, Osterreichische Akademie der Wissenschaften, 
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of the present paper is first to present all the known 
members of the family, most of whom are mentioned 
on published and unpublished lead seals; and second 
to advance new suggestions and propose corrections 
regarding certain identifications and readings of the 
sigillographic material, in order to present a more com- 
plete and coherent profile concerning the rank of this 
family in the social pyramid. For greater clarity we 
number the individual members of the family chrono- 
logically (no. 1-no. 18). In addition, we will challenge 
the prevailing opinion concerning the family’s origin, 


which is held by most scholars to be Turkish. 


Veréffentlichungen der Kommission fiir Byzantinistik 2.1 (Vienna, 
1978), no. 171; Ch. Tsioumi, “Mapudpiy Bolavtivy errypagy 
and Th Bépoww,” KAypovouta 3 (1971): 333-41, refers to some mem- 
bers of the Kamytzes family mentioned in the narrative sources; 
A. Savvides, “To xtvqua tov Mavouja Kay(u)itly-Kauttoy ory B. A. 
Maxedovia kat aty Oecoahia atts apyés Tov 13°" ava,” Osroahixd 
Huepoddyio 12 (1987) (A' Adtépwpa oty Bulavtivy Oeoowdta): 145- 
57 = Medetyuata bolavtivys mporwnoypaglas xai toms wrtoplas, 
Avatirwan dpSpwyr (1981-1991) (Athens, 1992), 18, 267-77, where 
he gives a short catalogue of eight members of the Kamytzes family 
mentioned in narrative sources and a detailed analysis for Manuel 
Kamytzes and his revolt; I. Jordanov, Corpus of Byzantine Seals 
from Bulgaria, vol. 2, Byzantine Seals with Family Names (Sofia, 
2006), no. 259, published one specimen of a seal of Kwvotavtivos 
Kapdrtlysg ceBaotds and mentioned (p. 177) four more members 
of the Kamytzes family attested on seals and in narrative sources; 
M. Campagnolo-Pothitou and J.-C. Cheynet, Sceaux de la collection 
George Zacos au Musée dart et d’histoire de Geneve (Geneva, 2016), 
241 (commentary, partially incorrect), 381, no. 339. 
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First of all a few observations are necessary con- 
cerning the social profile of the Kamytzes family, 
which is recorded in the Partitio Romaniae (together 
with the family of the Kontostephanoi) as one of the 
richest in the empire, with possessions in the Valley of 
Maeander.* According to the new evidence of seals, the 
family’s assumed metamorphosis from an aristocratic 
military clan to a civilian one after 1204* is definitely 
to be rejected, because the Kamytzai belonged to the 
highest military aristocracy of the Nicaean Empire,’ 
and we have no information about members with civil 
functions. The family is recorded as rebellious (see 
below) only under Alexios III, because of the emperor’s 
disfavor, while its social decline is connected with the 
ascension to the throne of Michael (VIII) Palaiologos 
(1259),° who removed from the court the families 
and the influential officers who were powerful under 
Theodoros II. Despite the scarcity of information about 
the family in the Palaeologan period, its position in 
society is documented by a seal attesting a connection 
(by marriage) with the Batatzes family (see below). 

The surname Kamytzes is mentioned for the first 
time in the tenth century (summer of 904) by Pseudo- 
Symeon, according to whom the droungarios Nikephoros 
Kamytzes’ prevented the eunuch and paradynasteuon 
Samonas® from escaping to Syria.” Other sources, how- 


3. A. Carile, Partitio terrarum imperii Romanie, Studi Veneziani 7 
(196s): 218.23-24. Cf. P. Thonemann, The Maeander Valley: A His- 
torical Geography from Antiquity to Byzantium (Cambridge, 2011), 4 
n.14. About Maeander cf. also J. Seal, Meander: East to West along a 
Turkish River (London, 2012). 

4 Kazhdan, Sostav, 174; cf. Kazhdan and Ronchey, L’aristocrazia, 
307. 

5 Georges Pachymérés, Relations historiques, ed. A. Failler, vol. 1, 
CFHB 24.1 (Paris, 1984), 1.21, p. 93-10. 

6 PLP no. 21528. 


7 Cf. Savvides, “Mavouyh Kau(u)dtlys,” 147 (121) and 153 (127) 
n. 18; PmbZ 25573. 

8 For Samonas see E. Chrestou, Avtoxpatopixy eLovola xat mont- 
tixy mpaxtixy: O pédog tov mupadvvactedovtoc ory bulavtivy diolunry 
(ty 8° —apyés 11°” aiésva) (Athens, 2008), 181-97 (with bibliogra- 
phy), especially 184-87 for his escape. 

9  Pseudo-Symeon, Chronographia, ed. 1. Bekker, CSHB 33 (Bonn, 
1838), 708.4-10: T@ 18’ étet adTOd TOD Dauwva duyf mpds Tuptay 
xpnoapévon, rel Katediwxoy adtov dmiaGev, HAGE dé cal eig TOV Advy, 
ouvavtg adta Nixnddpos Spovyyaptos 6 Kaydrlye, uy 2av adtoy dia- 
tepacat. IIpoodedyet ody TH Tiulw oTaVP@ Tod Zypiya, Tpodaciad- 
uevoc evx 7s yapty éxeioe EhyvGévar. dvahabduevoc odv Todtov 6 tod 
Aovxds Kwvotavtivos inéotpee év TH TOAzt. 
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ever, including Symeon Logothetes (4 Redaction),’° 
Georgius Monachus Continuatus,’! and Ioannes 
Skylitzes,’* mention the name Nikephoros Kaminas 
for the droungarios, while according to Theophanes 
Continuatus the droungarios was called Nikephoros 
Kallonas.!? Pseudo-Symeon’s information may, of 
course, be the result of later manuscript tradition.1* 


Fig. 1. 


Seal of Theodoros Kamytzes strategos 
(1030/1050) (DO 58.106.972, courtesy Dumbarton 
Oaks Research Library and Collection) 


The oldest certain member of the Kamytzes family 
in Byzantium is the military commander (s¢rategos) 
Theodoros Kamitzes, with the title protospatharios 
epi tou Chrysotriklinou (no. 1). He is attested on an 
unpublished seal (1030/1050) in the Dumbarton Oaks 
Collection (DO 58.106.972) (fig, 1).’* On the obverse is 
a bust of St. Theodore. On the reverse we read: + K(vpu)e 
B(oj)O(et) | Oe0de(pw) (mpwto)|o7[a]O(apl~) ert t(od) | 
Xp(voo)(tpr)KA(tvov) (kat) ctp(a)|tny@) t(@) Kalpicly. 
Notable for the dating of the seal are the ligature 
(not used before the second quarter of the eleventh 


10 Symeonis magistri et logothetae Chronicon, ed. S. Wahlgren, 
CFHB 54.1 (Berlin, 2006), 133.42, p. 287.306. 

11 Georgius Monachus Continuatus, Vitae recentiorum imperato- 
rum, ed. 1. Bekker, CSHB 33 (Bonn, 1838), 864, 3. 

12 loannis Scylitzae Synopsis historiarum, ed. 1. Thurn, CFHB 5 
(Berlin, 1973), 184.93. 

13. Ed. Bekker, CFHB 33, 369.12. Cf. John Skylitzes, A Synopsis 
of Byzantine History 811-1057, trans. J. Wortley, with introduc- 
tions by J.-C. Cheynet and B. Flusin, and notes by J.-C. Cheynet 
(Cambridge, 2010), 178 n. 85. 

14 For the chronography of Pseudo-Symeon see A. Markopoulos, 
H Xpovoypagta tov Yevdo-Luuedy xai ot mnyés ty¢ (Ioannina, 
1978); A. Karpozelos, Bulavtivol wrropixol xat ypovoypagot, vol. 2, 
(8o¢—-10°$ a.) (Athens, 2002), 401-8. 

15 Mentioned by Campagnolo-Pothitou and Cheynet, Collection 
George Zacos (n. 2 above), 241. 
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century) and the abbreviation [ (for the syllable tpt 
in Xpvootpixdtvov) and the ligature T (in Kapirly). 
The seal proves that the family was already included 
in the military aristocracy before the Komnenian 
period. Kazhdan on the contrary assumed a migration 
of a Turkish family to Byzantium under Alexios I (see 
our note 1). 

In the narrative sources, however, the family 
Kam(m)ytzes/Kamitzes does not appear until the 
late eleventh century, with the mention of Eustathios 
Kamytzes (no. 2)!° by Anna Komnene”’ in 1091/1092, 
when he helped Gregorios Gabras, son of the doux of 
Trebizond Theodoros Gabras, to escape from Constan- 
tinople, but the operation was revealed and he was pun- 
ished with incarceration.'* Later, when he regained the 
trust of the emperor, he became proedros and char- 
toularios tou stavlou;!? and then in 1098 strategos of 
Lampe.”° In 1108 he fought against the Norman troops 
of the brother of Bohemond in Epirus.”! Five years 
later Eustathios, as doux of Nicaea, fought against the 
Seljuks and was captured, but managed to escape and 
join the army of emperor Alexios Komnenos, who sent 
him back to Constantinople.” A poem of the arch- 
bishop of Cyprus (1107-1110) and afterward patriarch 
of Constantinople Nikolaos Mouzalon (1147-1151) 
(“cav doxf cal capvetv Tod rauBeRyrov dpyovtos Tic 


16 For this person see also A. Gkoutzioukostas, “Byzantine 
Officials in the Typikon of the Monastery of Christ Pantokrator in 
Constantinople,” in The Pantokrator Monastery in Constantinople, 
ed. Sofia Kotzabassi, ByzArch 27 (Gottingen, 2013), 73-75; Cf. also 
the electronic database PBW: http://db.pbw.kcl.ac.uk/pbw2011/ 
entity/person/107068. 

17 Cf. B. Skoulatos, Les personnages byzantins de UAlexiade: 
Analyse prosopographique et synthése, Université de Louvain, Recueil 
de Travaux d’Histoire et de Philologie 6° série, fasc. 20 (Louvain, 
1980), 83-85, no. 56; S. Georgiou, “Ot tuntixot Tithot ext Kouvyvev 
(1081-1185)” (PhD diss., Aristotle University of Thessalonike, 
2.005), 152. 

18 Annae Comnenae Alexias, ed. D. Reinsch and A. Kambylis, 
CFHB 50.1 (Berlin and New York, 2001), 8.9.6, p. 257.92-96 
and 21-22. Cf. Cheynet, Pouvoir (n. 1 above), 95-96, no. 123. For 
Gregorios Gabras see Skoulatos, Personnages, 107-8. 

19 P. Gautier, “Le synode des Blachernes (fin 1094): Etude proso- 
pographique,” REB 29 (1971): 218.8. 

20 Annae Comnenae Alexias, 11.5.6, pp. 338.15—17. 

21 Annae Comnenae Alexias, 13.5.1-2, pp. 397.48-398.68. 

22 Annae Comnenae Alexias, 14.5.1 and 4-6, pp. 443.85-87 and 
444.24-446.71. 
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vycou Kinpov”),?? implies the name Kamytzes for a 
doux of Cyprus, according to C. Galatariotou.** If that 
is true, then the doux who served in Cyprus between 
1108 and 1112, that is, before the second appointment of 
Philokales to the same position,”* could be identified, 
as J.-C. Cheynet suggested, with Eustathios Kamytzes.*° 

The evidence of seals confirms the military posi- 
tion of Eustathios Kamytzes as doux. There is a seal of 
doux Eustathios Kamytzes (late eleventh—early twelfth 
century),”” who is to be connected with the person of 
the same name mentioned by Anna Komnene, although 
the boulloterion from which this seal was produced is 
of a different style from the others used by Eustathios 
Kamytzes as protonobellisimos (late eleventh-early 


twelfth century).?* The highest honorific title held 


23 Lrtyot Nixoddov uovayod tod Movlddwvoc, tod yeyovdtos dpyre- 
maoxdrov Kinpov, év tH mapathoes adtod yevouevol, ed. S. Doanidou, 
“H rapattyats Nixoddov tod Movlddwvos ard tH¢ APXlETLTKOT AS 
Kurpov: Avéxdotov drohoyytixoy notype,” EMyvircd 7 (1934): 123.434. 
24 C. Galatariotou, The Making of a Saint: The Life, Times and 
Sanctification of Neophytos the Recluse (Cambridge, 1991), 46 and 
196-97. Cf. S. Georgiou, “O Avevonos Kayttlng tov mevtyxovtaxe- 
ocAov tov aylov Neopttov tov Eyxdeiotov,” EMyvixd 62 (2012): 32. 
25 AK. Wassiliou-Seibt, “Hapatypycets oxetixd ue tous oTpa- 
TlMTIKOvS AeLTOUPyovs TIS KUtpov Racet chpayiotixwy Sedouevor,” 
Kozpiaxal Srovdat 73 (2009): 92-95, no. 10. 

26 J.-C. Cheynet, “Chypre 4 la veille de la conquéte franque,” in 
Les Lusignans et Outre Mer (Actes du colloque, Poitiers—Lusignan 
20-24 octobre 1993) (Poitiers, 1993), 73 n. 47. See also Georgiou, 
“Avervopnos Kautrtyg,” 32. 

27  IFEB 101 (mentioned by Seibt, Bleisiegel [n. 2 above], no. 171, 
p. 314 n. 6) and Collection Thierry 18. The correct reading is given 
by A.-K. Wassiliou-Seibt, Corpus der byzantinischen Siegel mit 
metrischen Legenden, part 2, Siegellegenden von Ny bis inklusive 
Lopayte, W ByzSt 28.2 (Vienna, 2016): no. 1753: Obv.: [H]dvalyve 
ur|t(y)p Tod O(e)od | x(at) déo(motva), Rev.: oxén[e | E]boteO1|[0(v)] 
dodKa t(dv) Kau(t)t|Cyy (the first part is a correct dodecasyllable, 
with a caesura after the fifth syllable; the second has an incorrect cae- 
sura after the sixth syllable). Cf. also no. 1752. 


28 ‘Two similar boulloteria, with a bust of the Virgin Episkepsis: 
Type 1: V. Laurent, Documents de sigillographie byzantine: La col- 
lection C. Orghidan (Paris, 1952), no. 97 (dated eleventh-twelfth 
century). Parallel specimens: DO 58.106.4893; Fogg 1001 and 
2241, Ermitage M-6804.Type 2 (the master of this boulloterion 
engraved the letter A, the abbreviation for mpwto-, erroneously 
twice and omitted the given name of the owner at the beginning): 
I. Koltsida-Makre, Bulavrivd ModuBddbouma LuMoyre Oppavidy— 
Nixodatdy Nouicpatixod Movcetov Adyvar, Tetpddia Xprotiaveyg 
Apyatoroytas xat Téyvng 4 (Athens, 1996), no. 158 (dated to the 
second half of the eleventh century); PBW: http://db.pbw.kcl. 
ac.uk/pbw2011/entity/boulloterion/s007 (dated mid-eleventh 
century). Two parallel specimens in the former Zacos collection 
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by Eustathios Kamytzes (t before 1136) was that of 
sebastos, mentioned only in the Typikon of Pantokrator 
(1136)?? and not on the seals.?° The commemoration 
of his name ordained by the emperor, in the liturgy on 
the Saturdays of Meatfare, Cheesefare, and Pentecost, 
indicates close relations with the imperial family before 
the attested relationship by marriage (see below). 
Eustathios became sebastos probably during the second 
decade of the twelfth century, likely as a reward for his 
performance as doux in Asia Minor.*? 

A contemporary of Eustathios Kamytzes (per- 
haps his brother?) is Konstantinos Kamytzes, men- 
tioned only on a seal (late eleventh—first quarter of the 
twelfth century) (no. 3). The appearance of a military 
saint, probably Theodoros or Georgios (standing), on 


(photos in Vienna), mentioned by Campagnolo-Pothitou and 
Cheynet, Collection George Zacos (n. 2 above), 241, without the 
name of the collection, are not attributed to this person. Another 
seal of the protonobellisimos Eustathios Kamytzes became known 
recently; it was discovered in the Ras Fortress (Serbia) and bears 
the following inscription: Tpag[as] | odpaytZ[w (xat)] | Adyous 
Evdo[ta]Giov | (mpw)toveBe[A][Auciv(ov) tH Kaydrly, ed. V. Ivanisevié 
and B. Krsmanovié, “Byzantine Seals from the Ras Fortress,” ZRVI 
50, no. 1 (2013): 454, no. 3. The first part is a correct dodecasyllable 
with a caesura after the fifth syllable; the second has a correct cae- 
sura after the seventh syllable, but only eleven syllables. Moreover, 
there is a change of case (from genitive to dative; see Wassiliou- 
Seibt, Corpus, 2: no. 1753 [commentary]). On the obverse there is 
the Virgin, in the type of the Hagiosoritissa, standing. Eustathios 
Kamytzes is not known with the title of zobelissimos, as P. Gautier, 
“Lobituaire du typikon du Pantocrator,” REB 27 (1969): 257 n. 54 
and Skoulatos, Personnages (n. 17 above), 84, argued, on the base of a 
misread seal published by G. Schlumberger, Sigillographie de l'empire 
byzantin (Paris, 1884; repr. Torino, 1963), 548, no. 1 and 630 (nobe- 
lissimos instead of protonobelissimos). Cf. Wassiliou-Seibt, Bleisiegel, 
314 n. 6 (correct reading). 

29 P. Gautier, “Le typikon du Christ Saveur Pantocrator,” REB 32 
(1974): 45.249. 

30 C.Stavrakos, Die byzantinischen Bleisiegel mit Familiennamen 
aus der Sammlung des Numismatischen Museums Athen, Mainzer 
Verdffentlichungen zur Byzantinistik 4 (Wiesbaden, 2000), 188 
n. 356 (the first name of the seal’s owner on the two presented speci- 
mens [end eleventh—early twelfth century] of the [former] Zacos col- 
lection is Konstantinos instead of Eustathios). 


31 Annae Comnenae Alexias, 14.6.3-6, pp. 448.29-449.75. Cf. 
Skoulatos, Personnages, 84-85; Gautier, “L obituaire,” 256, supported 
that Eustathios was probably married to a member of the Komnenian 
family, as can be also concluded from his familiarity with Irene 
Doukaina (see Annae Comnenae Alexias, 14.6.6, pp. 449.55-64; but 
see Skoulatos, Personnages, 85 and Georgiou, Tiuytixol tithor (n. 17 
above), 263-64 and n. 328, who remark that such an assumption can- 
not be confirmed by the information in the sources. 
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Fig. 2. Seal of Konstantinos Kamytzes (late eleventh— 
early twelfth century) (DO 58.106.1777, courtesy 
Dumbarton Oaks Research Library and Collection) 


the obverse indicates that he was also a military officer. 
On the reverse is the following inscription: K(vpu)e 
Bor[8Jer | Kwv(ctavttve) t[@] | Kauirl(y) (fig. 2).3? Both 
Konstantinos and Eustathios were relatives (sons?) of 
the above-mentioned Theodoros Kamitzes (no. 1). 

The family’s rise to the highest level of the aristoc- 
racy is connected with the marriage of Konstantinos 
Kamytzes (no. 4) to Maria Angelina Komnene (early 
1130s), daughter of Theodora Komnene (daughter of 
Alexios I) and Konstantinos Angelos.?? Konstantinos 
Kamytzes, therefore, held the honorific title of sebastos, 
mentioned also on his seals (before? and ca. the middle?° 
of the twelfth century). He was probably the son of 
Eustathios Kamytzes (no. 3).?° The epitaph written for 


32 DO58.106.1777. 


33 Theodoros Prodromos, Historische Gedichte, ed. W. Horandner, 
W ByzSt 11 (Vienna, 1974), 64, pp. 498.18-19: “Tov otloyoy ois tH 
Kouvyvig Maptac, | tH¢ topdupavOdratdoc, de untpdder,” and 64b, 
Pp. 499.4-6: “H mopdupavOdratdoc ex Oeodwpac | untpds Kouvnviig 
Kouvyvy taic Mapia, | Kwvotavtivou 0 atluyos Kapurtliov.” Cf. 
K. Barzos, H yevealoyla rv Kouvyver, vol. 1-2, Bolavtwa Ketueva 
xai Medétat 20A—B (Thessalonike, 198 4), 1:650. 

34 Allthe references by I. Leontiades, ModuBdcboula tov Movaetov 
Bulaytwod Hoditiguod Ozocadovixys, Bolavtiwd Keiveva car Medétau 
40 (Thessalonike, 2006), 145. The editor has remarked that the seals 
come from six to eight boulloteria, increasing the number of four pro- 
posed by N. Oikonomides, “The Usual Lead Seal,” DOP 37 (1983): 152. 
See also Campagnolo-Pothitou and Cheynet, Collection George Zacos, 
no. 210, who publish another specimen of sebastos. 


35 A.-K. Wassiliou-Seibt, Corpus der byzantinischen Siegel mit 
metrischen Legenden, part 1, Einleitung, Siegellegenden von Alpha bis 
inklusive My, W ByzSt 28.1 (Vienna, 2011), no. 1381: Obv.: Maép|tu¢, 
ceB[alotov] Kwvort|[av]t[tv(ov)] we o[klérotc, Rev.: mrot6[y] | Adtprv 
a[ov] | éx yévoug [t|(v)] Kaptrlwv. It is not clear which saint is 
addressed by ne&iptus because the seal is aniconic. 

36 Cf. Seibt, Bleisiegel, no. 171, p. 313. Cf. also Jordanoy, Corpus (n. 
2 above), 2:177, but the proposed marriage of Eustathios Kamytzes to 
Theodoros Gabras’s daughter never took place. Barzos, [eveahoyla, 
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him by Theodoros Prodromos (t 1156/1158)” tells us that 
Konstantinos had been a successful and capable mili- 
tary officer and that he had died before his wife Maria.?8 
We would not exclude the possibility of identifying 
Konstantinos Kamytzes with the sebastos Konstantinos 
who served as doux of Cyprus around 1135/1136 (no. 4)°? 
and with the Kamytzes (given name unknown) who was 
responsible for the famine in Cyprus (no. 4b) (ca. 1135),*° 
because of the names and dates of these testimonies, 
despite recently expressed reservations.** 


1:650 n. 4, however, considers that Konstantinos was a son or grand- 
son or nephew of Eustathios Kamytzes. 


37 ‘There is a debate concerning the date of Prodromos’s death: 
between 1156 and 1158 or 1165 or in the 1170s. For this problem see 
the references in the recent doctoral thesis of N. Zagklas, “Theodore 
Prodromos: The Neglected Poems and Epigrams (Edition, 
Commentary and Translation)” (PhD diss., University of Vienna, 
2014), 63 n. 79. The author is inclined to accept the first date, because 
Prodromos suffered smallpox in the 11408; we agree with him. 


38 Theodoros Prodromos, 64a, pp. 498.12-17: Kwvotavtivoy td 
Bada tHv Kayuttior, | tov navoéBactoy od tocodtov aéla, 
dpovyget cal kpdtet otpatyytac | d¢ dudl duopyy, audi Boppav Kal 
votov | Kal tas Emacs dotpaTas Tod dwoddpov | mpyoTHploy Tip 
Rapbdpots émeppdyy.” Cf. Barzos, [eveahoyia, 1:651; Leontiades, 
MorvbddbouMa, 145. 

39 According to two notes, one from codex Parisinus graecus 625, 
fol. 282v, bought by the abbot of the Kykkos Monastery in March 
of 1136, when Konstantinos was doux of Cyprus (see V. Laurent, 


écov 


“Monnaies tricephales de Jean Comnéne: Notes de numismatique 
byzantine et d’histoire chypriote,” RN, sth ser., 13 [1951]: 98.12: 
“".. «al dovKds Kimpou Kwvotavtivov” [the last name is missing]), 
and another one from codex Robert Garrett 3, fol. 26ov, a tetraevan- 
gelion, written when Konstantinos was doux of Cyprus (1136/1137) 
(see K. W. Clark, A Descriptive Catalogue of Greek New Testament 
Manuscpripts in America [Chicago, 1937], 67.6-7: “6 mévoentos Kat 
geBaotd> Kwvotavtivos 6 Kwuv..nou TI¢ vigou Kin’; F. Evangelatou- 
Notara, “Syueduata” Myvixdy xwdlawy W¢ THY Old THY EpEvvAy TOD 
oixovouixod xal xorvwrixod blov tod Bulaytiov and tot 9” ai@voc expt 
tod éroug 1204, BibMoOyxy Lodtag N. LapimdAov 47 [Athens, 1982], 
199.6). Cf. Georgiou, “Avavuposg Kautrly¢” (n. 24 above), 33-35. 

40 P. Sotiroudes, ed., “Ilevtynxovtaxédanroy,” in Aylov Neogdtouv 
tod Eyxhetorov Lvyypduuata, ed. I. Karabidopoulos et al., vol. 1 
(Paphos, 1996), 236, ch. 35.3, lines 8-14: Kal ad61¢ Odvatov, olov éx 
Tod Atuod Tpocyevopuevoy Td Ypdvav TpLaY KaTEtdouer, & od Naow 
Harcta miKpas Kal dew Tote KaTEOEpiCeto- Tov dé mda Andy Kal 
tov Advatoy éxetvov Tov TeptBdytov, Tov év TH Tabet TD Kaptrly 
yevouevoy, ol éxetvov adtémtat dinyeloOwouy, xa8dti éheetve Kal 
opicady cal Eéva tive of exetvov Geatal quiv toils uy iSovoty éxetva 
did vymiétyta édecivas drayyéhAoveryv. See also Wassiliou-Seibt, 
“Tlapatypygetc” (n. 25 above), no. 11, who does not exclude the possi- 
bility that the above-mentioned persons are one and the same. 

41 See Georgiou, “Avavuyos Kautrlng,” 31-41 (with the relevant 
sources and the partial assumptions of modern research), who rejects 
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Fig. 3. Seal of Maria Kamytzina sebaste (ca. 1110/1160) 
(DO 58.106.1814, courtesy Dumbarton Oaks Research 
Library and Collection) 


A relative of the above-mentioned members of the 
Kamytzes family was Maria Kamytzina sebaste, attested 
only on two unpublished seals from the same boulloter- 
ion (ca. 1110/1160) (no. 5; fig. 3).47 On the obverse there 
is a bust of the Virgin (Episkepsis type). On the reverse 
we read the inscription Xxér(o1<), | tévayve, | [M]apiov 
oe|[Blactihy t|yv Kau(v)|tlivav (after tévayve the lege 
end continues in prose). The lady owed her family name 
to her father (since before the Palaeologan period it was 
not usual for women to take their husband’s name), and 
her title to her husband.** In addition, a Leo Kamyter 
participated in the Synod of the Great Palace that took 
place on 6 March 1166.** Despite the reading Kayttyp 


the identification of Konstantinos Kamytzes with Konstantinos 
sebastos, doux of Cyprus (1135/1136), and the Kamytzes responsible 
for the famine of Cyprus (ca. 1135). The author (p. 38) also excludes 
the identity of Konstantinos Kamytzes, the husband of Maria 
Komnene, with the homonymous doux of Cyprus, because he thinks 
that Maria Komnene and her husband were of the same age and that 
the latter was too young for the post of a military commander of 
Cyprus. We consider that the husband of Maria Komnene could 
have been some ten years older, and that at the age of 22 or 24 he 
would not have been too young for such a post. 


42 DO 58.10.1814 and Fogg 1208, ed. Wassiliou-Seibt, Corpus 
(n. 27 above), 2: no. 2157. Cf. Jordanov, Corpus, 2:177, who suggested 
Anna instead of Maria and dated the type generally to the eleventh 
century. His reading is adopted by PBW (http://db.pbw.kcl.ac.uk/ 
pbwz2o11/entity/boulloterion/s363) and Campagnolo-Pothitou and 
Cheynet, Collection George Zacos, 241. 

43 Wassiliou-Seibt, Corpus, 2: no. 2157. For a different interpre- 
tation see Gautier, “Lobituaire” (n. 28 above), 257 and n. 56. Cf. 
Jordanov, Corpus, 2:177, who erroneously remarks that Anna (sic) 
could be Eustathios’s wife. 


44 PG 133:1086. His name was changed to Kamyter (Kaydtnp) in 
the new edition of S. N. Sakkos, ““O matip pov usilwy pod éotty’: 
"Epidesg Kal cdvodot kate tov B'aidva,” Exicryuovixn Exetnple 
Ozohoyixgs Syodac Oeroudovixys 11 (1967): 154.18-19. Cf. W. Seibt, 
Bleisiegel, no. 171 (p. 314 n. 8); P. Magdalino, The Empire of Manuel 
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given by Sakkos, the real name is probably Kamytzes 
(no. 6).* If this hypothesis is correct, Leo could also 
have been the son of Eustathios (no. 1) or even of 
Konstantinos Kamytzes senior (no. 2). 

One of the children of Konstantinos Kamytzes 
junior (no. 4) and Maria Komnene was the protostrator 
Manuel Kamytzes (no. 7),*° a cousin of Isaac II and 
Alexios III, who was a successful military officer and 
took part in various missions against the rebel Branas, 
the Asen brothers, the crusader troops of Barbarossa, 
and the Vlachs and the Koumans. We know also a seal 
of Manuel’s type dated between 1186 and 1202 with the 
following metrical inscription (three dodecasyllables 
respectively with a caesura after the fifth syllable): (Obv.) 
Tpwtoletpdtwpos tod | Kauitly | ratpdbev | appayle | 
Mavovia (Rev.) £&adéA|gov untpd|9ev: Kouvyvo|dovxa 
tod xpa|todvtoc At|cévwy.*” The sign : between untpé- 
§ev and KouvyvodotKa marks the end of the second and 
the beginning of the third dodecasyllable. The owner 
indicates that his father belonged to the (high-ranking) 
Kamytzes family and focuses especially on his relation- 
ship with the Byzantine emperor through his mother, 
because his high status in the Byzantine aristocracy 
depended on this alliance. In the legend it is not clear 
whether the emperor is Isaac II or Alexios III. In 1199, 
when the emperor became ill, because of his power 
and close relationship to the imperial family, Manuel 
appeared as one of the contenders for the imperial 
throne,*® but Alexios recovered and soon their relations 


I Komnenos, 1143-1180 (Cambridge, 1993), 546 (index); Georgiou, 
Tientixol thrAo1 (n. 17 above), 396. 


45 Cf. Magdalino, Manuel Komnenos, 546 (s.v. Kamyteros). 


46 For Manuel Kamytzes and the testimonies mentioned below 
see Barzos, Tevealoyla, 2:690-713, no. 175; Savvides, “Mavouyh 
Kau(u)dtlyg” (n. 2 above), 148-52 (122-26). 

47 Athens 637 (correct reading by Stavrakos 107); Istanbul 
842 (recently published by J.-C. Cheynet, T. Gokyildirim, and 
V. Bulgurlu, Les sceaux byzantins du Musée archéologique d'Istanbul 
[Istanbul, 2012], no. 2.223). Cf. Wassiliou-Seibt, Corpus, 2: no. 1874 
(with detailed commentary). For the use of double names on 
Byzantine lead seals see the recent article of A. Volkoff, “Komnenian 
Double Surnames on Lead Seals: Problems of Methodology and 
Understanding,” DOP 69 (2015): 197-207 (with some inaccuracies 
in the reading, dating, and interpretation of the legends). 

48 Nicetae Choniatae Historia, ed. J.-L. van Dieten, vol. 1, CFHB 
11.1 (Berlin, 1975), 498.11-19: émtAoyat tolvuy kal Wnondoplar taY 
aptovtwr dMate tap ddwv éyivovto kal Taga Tpds TO THY TPO- 
Baddvtwy étehodvt0 ypyjomor, Tod 8 &Eiwe Bactredcovtos Pwnatwv 
Kai wo dpiota Th Kova SiaxvBepvicovtos tedypata ovdels ovdéva 
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deteriorated. In 1200 he was captured during another 
expedition against Ibagkos,*? who was trying to create 
an independent principality in the Rhodope region.*° 
The emperor Alexios refused to ransom him, consider- 
ing his capture an unexpected gift, presumably because 
of his cousin’s earlier ambitions for the throne. On the 
contrary, Alexios III confiscated Kamytzes’ (no. 7) for- 
tune and imprisoned his wife and his son.>* Kamytzes 
turned to his son-in-law (since 1199) Chrysos,” governor 
of the region of Prosakos and Strumitza, who paid the 
ransom for his release. Then he revolted with Chrysos 
against the emperor and attacked the Byzantine territory. 
He became briefly the ruler of an autonomous territory 
in northwest Macedonia and Thessaly, but was finally 
defeated in 1202 and found shelter with Ioannes Asen.*? 
Manuel Kamytzes was in fact provoked by Alexios III to 
go into opposition and to cooperate with the Bulgarian 
leaders, because he had lost all his privileges and influence 
at the court since Alexios’s ascent to the throne. By con- 
trast, he had not been forced to revolt against Isaakios II 
because of his good relations with the emperor, whom 
he had helped in 1187 to besiege the rebellious Alexios 


Aéyos eionpyeto- Hote Ind THY &Behtépwv Kal vyTLA EtL Ev YadaEW 
byte Kal onapydvors évethynéva mpd Thy dpyhy exexplveto. adtayv 
uévTol THY ev yével cal ThodTH TrepIBAETIOUEVWY 6 LEV TPWTOTTPATWP 
Mavovnr 6 Kaudtlys t@ Tpd¢ untpd¢ dvtexdOyto Velw TH ceBuoto- 
xpdtopt lwdvvy, obt0¢ 8 ad8ic Kat’ avdtod dvtwh8dduet. Cf Cheynet, 
Pouvoir (n. 1 above), 4.43. 

49 Nicetae Choniatae Historia, 511.66-513.14; Theodoros Skou- 
tariotes, Historical Synopsis, ed. K. Sathas, MB, vol. 7 (Venice, 1894; 
repr. Athens, 1972), 425.25-426.4; Georgii Acropolitae Opera, vol. 1, 
ed. A. Heisenberg and P. Wirth (Stuttgart, 1978), no. 12, pp. 20.9-16. 
50 Nicetae Choniatae Historia, 509.18-29; Theodoros Skoutari- 
otes, Historical Synopsis, 42.4.26-425.8. 

51 Nicetae Choniatae Historia, 513.31-514.37. 

52 Nicetae Choniatae Historia, 50757-60. 

53 Nicetae Choniatae Historia, 535.85—93. See also Nicetae Cho- 
niatae Orationes et Epistulae, ed. J.-L. van Dieten, CFHB 3 (Berlin, 
1972), no. 11: Tod adtod- Adyog cig Tov Bacthéa xdp AdéEtov tov 
Kouynyvév, ote eravelevtev dd TOV UEPHY THs ObcEwS, Hvika 6 TPW- 
tootpatwp Mavovijd 6 Kaytrlyg, eadedoos dv tod adtod Ractréws, 
ovuuthaxeis tots RapBdporc Kal Katacxebels raph ev Tod Bactréwe 
odk e6wvy9y, HyopacOy dé rapa tod AoBpounpod Xptcou tod Katé- 
yovtos tov II pécaxov cal thy Utpobuuitlav- cal Extote emavérty 
t@ Bactrel wete Tod adtod Xpdoov, yaubpod Svtog TH adTH Tpw- 
Tootpatopl ent Ovyatpl, dv cal ArtHoAs 6 Bactreds ediw€e. Tote dE 
cal ayanny eroinge ueta TD Iwavvitly tod Katéyovtos Tov Zvysy; 
Skoutariotes, Historical Synopsis, 430.28-29. Cf. also the analytical 
references by Savvides, “MavouyA Kau(u)btlys,” 149-52 (123-26). 
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Branas (his brother-in-law).>* The rebellion of Manuel 
Kamytzes against the regime of Alexios III was the rea- 
son for the brief social decline of his family, a decline 
which Kazhdan assumed was total after 1204.°° 

Of any other issue of Konstantinos Kamytzes 
(no. 4) and Maria Komnene (according to Theodoros 
Prodromos’®) nothing is known from the narra- 
tive sources.” However, a recently published seal>® 
(ca. last third of the twelfth century) mentions one 
Ioannes Komnenos, who emphasizes that his father 
was a Kamytzes (no. 8): (Oby.) [’Iwdvvov | odpdytona 
| Kouvyvod | téde (Rev.) yévov[c] | Kayttlo[v] | 
natpode|v] | xatyyué|vov. The content of the metrical 
inscription (two dodecasyllables with a caesura after 
the seventh syllable) permits us to suggest that the 
owner was another child of this marriage. He places 
the family name of his mother first to demonstrate that 
he belongs to the highest level of the social pyramid. 
His given name Ioannes derives also from the impe- 
rial family of the Komnenoi (cf. our note 47; Ioannes 
Komnenos sebastokrator was his mother’s uncle). 

After the capture of Constantinople by the 
Latins (1204) the family migrated to the court of the 
Lascarids in Nicaea, where it ranked among the elite 
aristocracy like the Batatzai, Philes, Nostongoi, Angeloi, 
Tarchaneiotai, Philanthropenoi, Kantakouzenoi, 
Libadarioi, Aprenoi, etc. (according to Georgios 
Pachymeres*’). Theodoros Laskaris (the future emperor 
of the Nicaean Empire) had left the capital before 
1204, probably after some friction with his father-in- 
law Alexios III, and his brother Konstantinos Laskaris 


54 Cheynet, Pouvoir, 122 and 438. 

55 Kazhdan and Ronchey, Aristocrazia (n. 1 above), 240. 

56 Theodoros Prodromos 64a, p. 298.18-21: Tov ovluyov ois THs 
Kouvyvig Maptac, ti¢ toppupavOdraidoc, &hAd untpdder, 7 Kal 
guveOoy Hc cel dwahdpoc Tods TAIdas Eedavoev doug doTépac 
éxetvov adtov edatoyijaus Tod hdyou; 

57 Barzos, [eveadoyta (n. 33 above), 2:713~-15, no. 176, according 
to whom they probably died prematurely. Cf. Savvides, “Mavouyh 
Kau(u)drlygs,” 147 (121). 

58 Campagnolo-Pothitou and Cheynet, Collection George Zacos 
(n. 2 above), 381, no. 339 (dated to the second half of the twelfth 
century). 

59 Pachyméreés, Relations historiques, 1.21, p. 93.10-16: Xdv og Kal 
Batarlat cal ot trod Dry... cov KaBadraptorc te of Noordyyor cal ot 
Kaytrlar, obv te Arpyvois cal Ayyéhotc of Abaddpror, Tapyoverata, 
DrravOpwryvol cat of edvyevets Kavtaxovlyvoi, cat dcot &Mor ois H 
usyahoyevig ceipa cal ypvay cvyKeKxpstyTOo. 
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followed him immediately after the fall of the city.®° 
So we find Ioannes Kamytzes (no. 9) in the high military 
post of megas hetaireiarches, in which position he became 
the successor of the conspirator Phlamoules in 1225.9! 
He may be the same person as the Ioannes Kamytzes 
sebastos attested on a seal with metrical inscription 
(no. 9a): Kdpov ce[Ba]|otod, mapOéve, | te mpaxtéa | 
Tw(avvov) BAdoty[wa] | Kaytet[Z]<wv> | yé<voug>, two 
dodecasyllables with a caesura after the fifth and seventh 
syllables (enjambment). Unlike GAactéc, the word Bak 
oto is not often used in Byzantine inscriptions. On the 
obverse is the Virgin holding the child in front of her.®” 
The above-mentioned megas hetaireiarches is 
not identical with the domestikos loannes Kamitzes 
Komnenos (no. 10), praised for his military perfor- 
mance in an epigram of thirteen dodecasyllables on 
a tombstone in the Byzantine Museum of Berroia 
(Greece).°? The beginning of the epigram focuses 
on the deceased’s noble ancestry. The proposed (and 
generally accepted) identification with the homony- 
mous megas hetaireiarches (no. 9) of Ioannes III 
Vatatzes, who captured Adrianople briefly in 1225,°* is 
problematic because the person in the epigram is men- 
tioned only as domestikos. For this reason we believe 
that this is another person, who died young and before 
achieving high military rank.®° Andreas Rhoby, on 
the other hand, does not exclude the identification of 
the domestikos Kamytzes with a homonymous person 
mentioned without title or command in the inventory 
of Byzantine documents (mid-thirteenth century) of 
the Monastery of Chilandar (Mount Athos).°° The 


60 A.-K. Wassiliou, “O &ytog Tewpytocg 6 Atacopitys auf Siegeln: 
Ein Beitrag zur Frithgeschichte der Laskariden,” BZ 90 (1997): 417- 
24. Cf. also Wassiliou-Seibt, Corpus (n. 27 above), 2: no. 2519 and 
2027 (in both cases especially for the commentary); E. Giarenes, 
HI cvyupotyon xaty edpatwon ty avtoxpatoplas tys Nixaac: O 
avtoxpadtopus Osddwpoc A’ Kouvyves Adcxapic (Athens, 2008), 46, 
with n. 74. 

61 Georgii Acropolitae Historia, 24, p. 38.16—40.20. Cf. Savvides, 
“Mavouyh Kau(u)ittygs,” 147 (123); R. Macrides, George Akropolites, 
The History: Introduction, Translation and Commentary (Oxford, 
2007), 174, 177, and 219. 

62 Wassiliou-Seibt, Corpus, 1: no. 1178. 

63 Recently republished by A. Rhoby, Byzantinische Epigramme in 
inschrifilicher Uberlieferung, vol. 3, Byzantinische Epigramme auf Stein 
nebst Addenda zu den Banden 1 und 2 (Vienna, 2014), no. GR39. 

64 Tsioumi, “Mapydpivy extypaoy) (n. 2 above), 331-41. 

65 Cf. Wassiliou-Seibt, Corpus, 2: no. 2157 (commentary). 

66 Rhoby, Byzantinische Epigramme, 198 and n. 406. 
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tombstone was dated to the middle of the thirteenth 
century, but could be earlier. 

A Kammytzes (no. 11) is mentioned (without 
given name, title, or command) in the correspondence 
of the emperor as a confidant of Georgios Mouzalon 
protosebastos, protobestiarios, and megas stratopedar- 
ches (since the end of 1255),°” counsellor and closest 
friend of the emperor of Nicaea, Theodoros I Laskaris; 
he informed the emperor about Mouzalon’s health.°* 
Georgios Pachymeres mentions the Kamytzai among 
the elite who sought custody of the minor Ioannes VI 
after Georgios Mouzalon was killed (1258, nine days 
after Theodoros II Laskaris had passed away).°? But we 
also find members far from the court of Nicaea, like the 
clerk Ioannes Kamytzes diakonos, chartophylax, and 
primikerios ton taboullarion (no. 12) as writer of the tes- 
tament of Paulos, metropolitan of Melenikon (1216).”° 


Fig. 4. 


Seal of Joseph Batatzes Kamytzes (late 
thirteenth-early fourteenth century) (courtesy 


Auction Classical Numismatic Group 31, 
09-10.09.1994, no. 1871) 


The social decline of the Kamytzes family in 
Nicaea is connected with the coronation of Michael 
(VIII) Palaiologos, who deposed all persons and fami- 
lies who had been close to Theodoros II Lascaris. After 
that date no more members of the family are recorded 


67 Georgius Acropolites 60.21, p. 259. Cf. Macrides, George Akro- 
polites, 299. 

68 Theodori Ducae Lascaris Epistulae CCXVII, ed. N. Festa 
(Florence, 1898), no. 17 (166), pp. 222.2-3: 6 Kauptrlys te wepl THs 
ais byelac pot Sinydopever. 

69 Pachymérés, Relations historiques 1.21, pp. 93.10-15. 

70 Actes de Vatopédi, vol. 1, Des origines a 1329, ed.J. Bompaire et al., 
Archives de l’Athos 21 (Paris, 2001), 123, nos. 12.56—59: TI¢ [(xal)] 
eyypdoy TH Sedyoet pov did xerpd¢ Iw(dvv)ou Siaxdvov, yaptodbraxoc 
(cal) tpuvxvptov Tov TaBouMapt(wy) Tod Kautrly, (Kal) dreypaon 
(kal) rapa tev rpookAnPévt(wv) raptbp(wy), unvi Mattw (ivdueti@voc) 


[8"] ér(ovs) cd. 
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in high positions in the narrative sources. However, 
we know that a part of the family was living on the 
Venetian island of Cephalonia and had possessions 
there, which proves its high social position: a Kamitzes 
(no. 13) is mentioned as landowner in that region in the 
year 1264.71 We also know of three more members of 
the Kamytzes family in the fourteenth century, and one 
in the fifteenth: Konstantinos Kamytzes (1357) (no. 14)” 
and Manuel Kamytzes (1394) (no. 15) were clergy- 
men in Constantinople,’? and another Kammytzes 
(no. 16) was involved in a hereditary dispute in 1361;74 
while a Kamytzes (no. 17), perhaps a student of the 
rhetor Theodoros Potamios, is mentioned in Mazaris’s 
Journey to Hades (1414).”* Despite the sparse mention 
of Kamytzai in the Palaiologan period and the social 
decline of the family after Michael VII, the Kamytzai 
continued to belong to the Byzantine aristocracy, 
according to a seal that also proves their relationship 
by marriage with the Batatzes family. Its owner (ca. last 
quarter of the thirteenth—first half of the fourteenth 
century) (fig. 4)”° was Joseph Batatzes Kamytzes, with 
the title sebastos (no. 18): (Obv.:) Zopayls | loan 
ceBalotod éx natpd|Sev Batd|tlov (Rev.) uyntpds | (po) 
oyevvois | HV Kaut|tlwv. Two dodecasyllables, the first 


71 Te xpaxtiney tac hatinnns emoxonns Kepamyviac tod 1264, ed. 
Th. Tzannetatos (Athens, 1965), 72.84.86. Cf. PLP 10850. 

72 Das Register des Patriarchats von Konstantinopel, vol. 3, Edition 
und Ubersetzung der Urkunden aus den Jahren 1350-1363, ed. M. 
Hinterberger, J. Koder, and O. Kresten, CFHB 19.3 (Vienna, 2001), 
NO. 225, pp. 304.88-90: ¥O edtedijc tépeds Kwvotavtivos 6 Kauirlngs 
TH Tapatod Tavayiatdtov deordtov HU(Hv) (Kal) olxovpevorKod 
m(at) pidpy (ov) dpiabévta otépywv dm(éyparya)#. Cf. PLP 10817. 

73, MM 2: 213-14, no. 466; J. Darrouzés, Les regestes des actes du 
patriarcat de Constantinople 6 (1/6): Les regestes de 1377 41410 (Paris, 
1979), no. 2970. Cf. PLP 10851. 


74 Actes de Docheiariou, ed. N. Oikonomidés, Archives de l’Athos 
3 (Paris, 1984), nos. 37.9 and 22 (1361). Cf. PLP 92305. 

75 Mazaris’ Journey to Hades: Or, Interviews with Dead Men about 
Certain Officials of the Imperial Court, Greek text with translation, 
notes, introduction, and index, Arethusa Monographs 5 (Buffalo, 
New York, 1975), 44.613: Kai wet’ adtov 6 éx rotautwy pevpdtwov 
"lameto< éxetvoc Ilotdutog, 6 mpdg UBperc pytwp detvdc, tpdc te TO 
Réyew Tpdc Te TO ypddetv, Axe wadetv cat obtos BovAduevos Trepl Te 
tod dutikod taWapiov, Tod THs aicOhcets ueuvKdtos Kapdtly, ei 
dpa ye cal tt Sporraxiletat, cat Tepl Tod Koxxlvov yapyapddovtog 
Xapotavitov, tod dkodkdotov te Kal oivdddvyos, el Ett Kal viv Tad- 
axiy eyet, Kal eimep Tov dxpatov Expoog viv domwep mpdtEpov éorra. 
Cf. PLP 10849. 

76 Auction Classical Numismatic Group 31, 09-10.09.1994, 
no. 1871, ed. Wassiliou-Seibt, Corpus (n. 27 above), 2: no. 2482. 
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with a caesura after the fifth syllable (signaled by : on the 
seal), the second after the fifth syllable (enjambment). 
In Byzantine texts the usual spelling of tpocyevvys 
is tpooyevys. The owner of the seal demonstrates his 
descent from the families of Batatzes on his father’s 
side and Kamytzes on his mother’s; both of these were 
among the highest aristocracy under the Lascarids.”” 
We would like to point out that the first name of the 
seal’s owner comes from his father’s family, according 
to an earlier seal of a Ioseph Batatzes.78 On the other 
hand we learn from the funeral oration for (Alexios) 
Kontelinos Angelos Diplobatatzes that his mother was 
a descendent of the families Kamytzes and Batatzes. 
The text is dated to the second quarter of the four- 
teenth century and was probably written by Manouel 
Philes on commission of the deceased’s widow.”? This 
Diplobatatzes is mentioned in the sources as sebastos, 
krites tou phossatou, and megas hetaireiarches.®° 
Turning to the origin of the family name Ka- 
mytzes, the prevailing view in modern scholarship, 
established by P. Gautier, is that it is Turkish, prob- 
ably deriving from the Turkish officer Kamyres who 
was sent to Alexios Komnenos by the Seljuk sultan 
Siileyman (1077-1086) at the head of a troop of seven 
thousand mercenaries in 1083. This assumption is based 
on the testimony of the manuscript Vaticanus graecus 
981 of the Epitome of the Alexias, where Kamyres is 
mentioned as Kamytzes.8! Gautier soon abandoned 


77 See note 59 above. 
78 Wassiliou-Seibt, Corpus, 2: no. 2073. 


79 R.S. Stefec, “Ramenta carminum byzantinorum,” BS/ 72 
(2014): 3.42, WV. Is—17: od T0¢ TebuKe ex Ovolv Hilwudtwy / Kovtehtvog 
‘Ayyehos Artarobatartlys / Bpavas Kauttlyg ex yévouc 8n\vondpov; 
343-44 (commentary). 

80 See PLP 5510. 


81 Annae Comnenae Alexias, 5.5.2, pp. 154.4-6: 6 88 THVIKAdTA 
méumet TPds ADTOY YIALddas ExtTH UETH Hyeudvary Alav éuTelpwv Kal 
abdtov tov Kautpyy ypdvm Kal meipg ta dhAwy drepéyovta. Cf. 
Gautier, “Lobituaire” (n. 28 above), 256, who supports that according 
to the manuscript of the Epitome of Alexias (see Annae Comnenae 
Alexias, 5.5.2, p. 154.5 [apparatus criticus: kapbtlyv]) we should read 
Kamytzes instead of Kamyres; Gautier, “Le synode des Blachernes” 
(n. 19 above), 259, no. 42, who supported the Turkish origin of 
the Kamytzes family. His opinion was followed by other schol- 
ars. See Barzos, [veadoyia (n. 33 above), 1: 650 n. 4; J.-C. Cheynet, 
“Les sceaux du Musée d’Iznik,” REB 49 (1991): 229-30, no. 13; A. 
Savvides, “H pecatwvixy urxpaciatixy mpoownoypadla ota tAat- 
ova tov Eyxuxronadixot Tpoownoypadixot Ackixot Bulavtiis 
Iotoptag xat Toditicuot/EMABIN,” in ILoaxtixd E’ [aveNnviov 
Lvvedptov yia tov Eddgvioud cys Mixpds Actac (Thessalonike, 
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the initial identification of Kamyres with Eustathios 
Kamytzes (no. 2), however, because Kamyres was a 
mature man when he came to Constantinople in 1083,°7 
while Eustathios is mentioned for the last time in 1116. 
The revised view was that Kamyres was the uncle, or 
possibly even the father, of Eustathios Kamytzes.®3 
But the Turkish origin of the family is in our 
opinion uncertain.®+ First of all, the reading of 
Kamytzes for Kamyres in Vat. gr. 981 is not sufficient 
to prove a Turkish origin for the family, as Charles 
Brand, too, has correctly pointed out.*5 Furthermore, 
the seal of Theodoros Kamitzes (no. 1) attests the ear- 
liest certain bearer of this family name long before 
the testimonies about Eustathios Kamytzes (no. 2) 
in the Alexiad, who is considered by certain scholars 
to have been of Turkish origin. Gautier’s assumption 
that Eustathios Kamytzes was not born in Byzantium 


2000), 33 = Bulavtivd Toupuixd Mecaiwrixd: Irropixés Lyuborés 
(Thessalonike, 2002), 413, while previously he had believed that the 
family was of Greek origin. See Savvides, “Mavouy\ Kau(u)itlys” 
(n. 2 above), 147 (121) and 152 (126) n. 14; idem, Medérec Bulaytivifc 
Irroptac r10v-130va1éva (Athens, 1995), 48-49; Georgiou, “Avevu- 
wos Kaytrly¢” (n. 24 above), 36 and 39, who seems to adopt the opin- 
ion of the Turkish origin of the Kamytzes family; see also recently 
Campagnolo-Pothitou and Cheynet, Collection George Zacos (n. 2 
above), 241: “d’origine turque.” But see C. M. Brand, “The Turkish 
Element in Byzantium, Eleventh-Twelfth Centuries,” DOP 43 
(1989): 11, who rejects the reading Kamytzes in favor of Kamyres, 
mentioned in the manuscript of the Epitome of Alexias and adopted 
by P. Gautier to develop his own theory that the family of Kamytzes 
was of Turkish origin. He stresses also that there is no evidence that 
the officer Kamyres remained in Byzantine service. The Greek ori- 
gin of the family is supported by I. Leontiades, “The Evidence of 
Byzantine Seals Concerning Rare or Less Known Family Names,” 
Round Table Communications to the 22nd International Congress of 
Byzantine Studies (Sofia, 22-27 August 2011), 105. (We would like 
to thank our colleague for giving us the full text of his as yet unpub- 
lished study.) See also note 87 below. 


82 Gautier, “Le synode des Blachernes,” 259-60. The same argu- 
ment is also used by Cheynet, “Sceaux du Musée d’Iznik,” 229-30, 
no. 13, who also distinguishes the two individuals. See also Skoulatos, 
Personnages (n. 17 above), 158-59, no. 97, who distinguishes Kamyres 
from Kamytzes as well as from another Turk also named Kamyres, 
who tortured and blinded Pseudo-Diogenes. See Annae Comnenae 
Alexias, 10.4.5, pp. 293.67-68. Cf. also PBW: http://db.pbw.kcl. 
ac.uk/pbw2o11/entity/person/161175 and 161225. 


83 Seealso Barzos, [éveahoyia, 1: 650 n. 4. But cf. Skoulatos, Person- 
nages, 83 n. 1, who remarks that such an assumption cannot be con- 
firmed by the information in the sources. 


84 See also Gkoutzioukostas, “Byzantine Officials,” 75-77 (n. 16 
above). 


85 See note 79 above. 
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(since, according to Anna Komnene’s description of 
the hostilities between the Byzantines and the emir 
Mouchoumet shortly after 1113, the latter immedi- 
ately recognized the captured Eustathios,°° which 
Gautier interpreted as evidence that Mouchoumet 
had known Eustathios as a child) must be rejected, 
for apart from the fact that it would have been diffi- 
cult for Mouchoumet to identify in an armed man 
a child he had known so many years earlier, it seems 
to us more likely that he would recognize Eustathios 
from his service in Asia Minor as strategos of Lampe®” 
and possibly from previous battles.*° 

Moreover, our etymological analysis of the 
name, which accepts the Greek provenience,*? con- 
tradicts the Turkish origin, which was proposed again 
by one of the anonymous reviewers. The proper name 
Kaupttons derives from the verb xauptw/cauprtlo 
‘close the eyes’?° and the suffix -itys/-ttays (cf. xavd 
«tlw ‘boast’ > xavxitlys ‘boaster’). The presence of 
this word in the medieval period is documented by the 
family name Kayudrlyg, the derivative verb cayutlilw 


86 Annae Comnenae Alexias, 14.5.6-7, pp. 446.63—71: 6 58 dpyt- 
catpdrys Movyotuet thy KAfjow todtov Kal réhat yrwackwy Kal 
TyViKadTa dvayvoploas dvaxdTTEl MEV THs Opus Tods AVTH TUUTAE- 
Kouévons, droBas dé tod immov pel” Ov Etvye TpoTEOwy Edy: “Uy 
mpdxpive TIS TH Oe TOD imrov web” wv Etvxe TpoTEOdy edy- ‘uy 
TPOKPLVE TiS THG TwWTYplas TOV Bdvatov, AMa d{dov pot xeipa Kal 
colov.” 658 drd tocotTwy TepiaToryoupevoy EavTOoY 6pHy Kal uh mpds 
TocovTous avtéxely ett Ovvdwevoy didwat yeipac TH Movyowuet- «at b¢ 
ed’ inrov todTtov eribibaouc Tods adtod Tddu¢ SecueEl, WS Uy PYdlws 
anodpdcat Svvac8at. de tadta uev TH TH Edo taSlw cvprecdvta. 
Cf. Gautier, “Le synode des Blachernes,” 259 n. 1. 

87 Annae Comnenae Alexias, 11.5.6, pp. 338.15—17. 

88 Gkoutzioukostas, “Byzantine Officials,” 75-76. 


89 We would like to thank Chrestos Tzitziles, Professor of 
Historical and Balkan Linguistics at the Aristotle University of 
Thessaloniki, for his valuable help concerning the etymology and 
analysis of the family name Kaupdrlys. 


90 See Leontiades, “Evidence” (n. 81 above), 105, who also suggests 
such an etymology and points out that the proper name xaypdtons 
is also attested since medieval times. See also N. Andriotis, Lexikon 
der Archaismen in Neugriechischen Dialekten (Vienna, 1974), 293- 
94; H. Moritz, Die Zunamen bei den byzantinischen Historikern und 
Chronisten, vol. 1, Programm des K. humanistischen Gymnasiums 
in Landshut fiir das Schuljahr 1896/97 (Landshut, 1897), 13; N. Bees, 
“Dirohoyikat mapaonuermocts,” Exxdyowmarinos Ddpos 3 (1909): 
234-35; Ph. Koukoules, “NeoehAyqvixay tivwv emi8étwv onuacia 
cal spboypadta,” ASyva 53 (1949): 210. Cf. also Savvides, “MavouyA 
Kap(u)dtlys,” 147 (121) and 153 (127) n. 13; Jordanov, Corpus (n. 2 
above), 2:177. 
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(< xapptrtys + -iCw),?' and the synonym xayuvtootpygs 
(< xauuttans + -odprs) ‘one who closes and opens his 
eyes > kauuvtooupitw ‘signal lovingly by blinking’.?* 
The proper names xayudtoys and kauuvtootpye are also 
attested in the modern Greek dialects with the mean- 
ing ‘he who often closes and opens his eyes’. It should 
be noted that the Byzantine poets punned on the verb 
xauudw and the name Kamytzes: Theodoros Prodromos, 
for example, says in his poem “Zivot émitbuBror ic 
tov navoéBactov ceBactov Kipov Kwvaotavtivoy Tov 
Kaydrlny”: “civ” od Aéyetc wot, TUBE, THY Paouny utoar 
| tav tod ceBactod Kauuvodvtwy duudtwv,”%3 and 
Manganeios Prodromos in his “Ilapyyopytixds tH 
Ouyatpl THs mophupoyevvytou Kupic Oeodwpac”: “dv 
yap é8p@ rpoonyyice TO Sdpv Tod Kauydrly, | kappterv 
Katyvayxaley adtixa tov BAnOévta.”94 


Conclusion 


In our view a Greek origin of the Kamytzes family is 
considerably more probable than a Turkish origin. We 
reject a migration to Byzantium under Alexios I. The 
family already belonged to the military aristocracy 
before the middle of the eleventh century, according 
to the seal of Theodoros Kamytzes protospatharios 
epi tou Chrysotriklinou and strategos (no. 1), the ear- 
liest certain member with this family name. His rela- 
tives are Eustathios Kamytzes (no. 2), attested by Anna 
Komnene and on seals from different stages of his 
career, and Konstantinos Kamytzes (no. 3), mentioned 
only on a seal. 

The military aristocratic family’s social rise 
in the framework of the new Komnenian system is 
attested in the twelfth century with the marriage of 
another Konstantinos Kamytzes (no. 4) (perhaps 
the son of Eustathios Kamytzes and nephew of the 
above-mentioned person of the same name) to Maria 
Komnene Angelina. Ioannes, the most common male 


91 CELBG sy. xapotlilo. 

92 See E. Kriaras, Aebixd ty¢ Mecaiwixys EMyvxys Anuadous 
Ipauuatelac, 1100-1669, vol. 7 (Thessalonike, 1980), 312, s.v. 
Kaupvtooupile. 

93 Theodoros Prodromos 64a, pp. 498.23-24. Cf. Georgiou, 
“Avervonos Kautrty” (n. 24 above), 39. 

94 Manganeios Prodromos, “apyyopytiKds ti] Suyatpl tH¢ Topdu- 
poyevviitov xupas Oeodwpac,” in Recueil des Historiens des Croisades: 
Historiens grecs, ed. E. Miller, vol. 2 (Paris, 1881; repr. Farnborough, 
1967), §03.18-19. Cf. Georgiou, “Avavuuos Kaudtlys,” 39. 
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given name in the Kamytzes family, derived from the 
Komnenians. 

After the capture of Constantinople by the 
Latins (1204) the family ranked among the elite mili- 
tary aristocracy in Nicaea, and continued to belong to 
it until the coronation of Michael (VIII) Palaiologos 
as emperor (1259). In the Palaiologan period the fam- 
ily still remained in the aristocracy, as is documented 
by a contemporary seal of a sebastos Kamytzes (no. 18), 
which also attests a relationship by marriage with the 
Batatzai, who had also belonged to the highest mili- 
tary aristocracy in Nicaea, although there is no further 
mention in the narrative sources of members of the 
Kamytzes family occupying prominent positions. 
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Appendix 


There are also some seals formerly attributed to mem- 
bers of the Kamytzes family where the reading of the 
relevant inscriptions is uncertain or incorrect. 


(1) Fogg 2218: Basileios, spatharokandidatos epi tou 
Chrysotriklinou (before the middle of the eleventh 
century).9> The family name is perhaps Kanaboutzes (?). 


(2) DO 47.2.1053 (before the middle of the eleventh 
century). 9° We would prefer something like Chalkoutzes. 


(3) A Bulgarian seal (last third of the eleventh cen- 
tury) that because of its fragmentary condition has an 


95 The specimen was already mentioned by Jordanov, Corpus, 
2:177 (1), with a date in the eleventh century and the erroneous 
suggestion that Kamytzes was the family name. The legend starts 
with K(dpt)e and not with ©(¢otd)xe. The author suggested that 
the owner was the father of Eustathios Kamytzes. See also PBW 
(hetp://db.pbw.kcl.ac.uk/pbw2011/entity/boulloterion/s362) and 
Campagnolo-Pothitou and Cheynet, Collection George Zacos (n. 2 
above), 241, who accept the owner of the seal as Kamytzes. Cf. also 
Kazhdan and Ronchey, Aristocrazia (n. 1 above), 309 n. 452 (the same 
erroneous entry). 


96 ABacirstoc, Bacthixds tpwtoorabdpios xl tod XpugotpixAtvov, 
KpItys ml Tod immodpduov, tod Ryhov, tig Bactkiis caxéhAye Kat 
uvotoypados 6 [...]rlyg (Bovptlys or Kauttfyg or less probably 
Xahxobrlys) is mentioned on a seal (middle of the eleventh century) 
published by V. Laurent, Le corpus des sceaux de l’empire byzantin, 
vol. 2, Liadministration centrale (Paris, 1981), no. 145 (eleventh cen- 
tury), but it seems extremely improbable to read Kamytzes. 


uncertain family name. Only the beginning KAM is pre- 
served; its editor proposed Tzykandeles,?’ while W. Seibt 
considered Kamitzos for Kamytzios] (Ioannes, krites and 
megas kourator of Mytilene).?® The latter proposition 
was also accepted in the Prosopography of the Byzantine 
World (2011) (www.pbw.kcl.ac.uk/content/index.html; 
Ioannes 20941. Boulloterion 3375). 


(4) In the first line on the reverse of a bulla (third quar- 
ter of the eleventh century) kept in the Museum of 
Iznik (Nikaia) we read KAA AICT (T indiscernible) 
for Kallistos as given name of the seal’s owner (proto- 
spatharios epi tou Chrysotriklinou and tourmarch of 
Paphlagonia).?? The editor suggested KAMICI for 


Kamitzes.7°° 


97 See I. Jordanovy, Corpus of Byzantine Seals from Bulgaria, vol.1, 
Byzantine Seals with Geographical Names (Sofia, 2003), 49.1; idem, 
“Byzantine Lead Seals from the Village of Melnitsa (district of 
Elkhovo, Bulgaria),” SBS 7 (2002): no. 32 (eleventh century). 

98 V.S. Sandrovskaja and W. Seibt, Byzantinische Bleisiegel 
der Staatlichen Eremitage mit Familiennamen, patt 1, Sammlung 
Lichacev—Namen von A bis I (Vienna, 2004), 103. Cf. A. Kaldellis 
and S. Efthymiadis, The Prosopography of Byzantine Lesbos 284-1355 
A.D. (Vienna, 2010), 88 (no. 94). 

99 Cf. Gkoutzioukostas, “Byzantine Officials” (n. 16 above), 77. 
100 Cheynet, “Sceaux du Musée d’Iznik” (n. 81 above), 229-30, 
no. 13. Cf. also Kazhdan and Ronchey, Aristocrazia, 309 n. 452 (as 
entry for the family name Kamytzes). 


DUMBARTON OAKS PAPERS | 72 


